Bio – Traci Walters

Traci Walters is a retired and award winning disability educator/activist enjoying a new phase of her life as an artist. She was the National Director of Independent Living Canada (formerly the Canadian Assoc. of Independent Living Centres) from 1993 – 2010. Prior to this, she was involved with the founding of the Niagara Centre for Independent Living and served as its Executive Director from 1988 -1992. 

Independent Living Canada (IL Canada) is the national umbrella organization of Independent Living Centres across Canada.  Both IL Canada and IL Centres are organizations run by and for people with disabilities that provide disability supports, information, skills building, peer support and community development.  Independent Living Canada represents the national Independent Living Movement which is part of a Global movement that encourages people with disabilities to take control over their own lives, examine options, make choices, take risks, and even make mistakes in the learning process.  
During her tenure as National Director, Traci provided leadership to the IL Movement and worked with other national and international disability, human rights and mainstream organizations, the federal government, public/private sectors and most importantly people with disabilities.  In 1996 Traci was elected a community observer to the Liberal Task Force on Disability Issues which traveled to all the provinces and territories consulting people with disabilities on the federal government’s role pertaining to disability issues. This effort resulted in the tabling of the Task Force’s report entitled “Equal Citizenship for Canadians with Disabilities: The Will to Act.”
In 1999, The Centre for Independent Living in Toronto selected Traci Walters for to receive their Founders Award which recognizes the significant contributions of someone who exemplifies and has advanced the IL philosophy in the spirit of its founders. 
Traci Walters passionately articulated the IL philosophy nationally and internationally.  In 2002, she was instrumental in obtaining support from Prime Minister Chrétien along with the United Nations whereby the Secretary of the UN, Kofi Annan, declared the world wide theme for the United Nations International Day of Disabled Persons “Independent Living and Sustainable Livelihood”.  She has given workshops in Bosnia, Moscow, Japan and at the Disabled Persons’ International World Assembly in Seoul, South Korea in 2007.  It was there that she was given an international Meritorious Service Medal by the World Movement for Independent Living for Endless Effort and Passionate Heart. In 2008, Traci was selected to participate in the Governor General’s Leadership Conference which brings together Canada's future high potential leaders from business, labour, government, NGOs, education and the cultural sector for a unique two-week experience aimed at broadening their perspectives on work, leadership, their communities, and their country. All members share one thing in common: they are high potential individuals expected to achieve senior leadership positions in their organizations and communities.
In 2010 Traci topped off her career as National Director having been selected to travel to the United Nations in New York to meet with Canada’s Foreign Minister Lawrence Cannon. There Minister Cannon presented Canada’s ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the first international treaty that comprehensively recognizes the rights of persons with disabilities, to U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

Now in retirement, Traci is a member of the board of directors of Artswell, an organization dedicated to improving the quality of life and well-being of individuals living with the effects of age, mental health issues, disability or injury.  Their goal is to empower individuals and communities through exposure to and engagement in the arts. 

Her current passion is combing her love of mixed media, recycled materials, costume jewellery and unwanted china/glass and reshaping them into an entirely new life as unique mixed media mosaic art and teaching this technique to others. Traci compares mosaic artwork to living with a disability or any other disadvantage. Each broken or chipped piece of material represents what many people view as imperfections in their lives but all together they create a unique and beautiful masterpiece just like themselves.

“Disability is not a 'brave struggle' or 'courage in the face of adversity'...disability is an art. It's an ingenious way to live." Neil Marcus 

